New DIReCTORS @M PORSCHE AWARDS

NICOLE VOLAVKA'

Special prize winner Barnardo's, Rubbish (Test)

Growing up in London with Czech parents, Nicole Volavka's film education
came with a strong European slant. As a self-confessed cinema geek, it was
only after completing a degree in psychology that she felt the director’s
chair calling. “I had an inkling | wanted to do it,” recalls Volavka, “and when |
finally did direct it was an epiphany, it felt brilliant and wonderful and right. It
brings together drama, music, movement and my interest in people.”

After starting out in the features world - on Michael Caton-Jones' Shooting
Dogs, no less - Volavka completed a stint at the New York Film Academy,
while also working at Saatchi & Saatchi. Rubbish, her PSA for Barnardo's was

filmed as part of her MA at the London Film School
and picked up a special prize at the Porsche Awards.
Shot for a budget of just £500, it perfectly
demonstrates Volavka's talent for combining

compelling visuals with an emotional poignancy.

As a storyteller, Volavka takes a large dose of her inspiration from magical
realism, with the likes of del Toro's Pan’s Labyrinth and director Michael de
Thurah listed as muses - as well as Bat For Lashes singer Natasha Khan. “I'm
inspired by the way [Khan] takes you into another world. That's the direction
I'd like to go in, quite visual and stylised, as | think there are enough social
realist directors out there already.”

Having spent last summer in Croatia making a short film
called Laundry, centred around a post-war mother-
daughter relationship in the Balkans, Volavka is repped
for commercials in Europe by Saward Management, but is

[ now on the hunt for London representation: “In four years, I've made six
short films, two documentaries and three commercials, all at film school or

off my own back. It would be delightful to be recognised!” she hints. IR
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Shortlisted Sims 2, Play Dirty (Test)
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